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THE PASSION OF ENVY

The Gospel reading of the 6th Sunday of Matthew gives us the opportunity to see one of the great illnesses of the soul, the dis-
ease of envy. Envy is mainly sadness for our neighbor's happiness and joy for his misfortune. As Basil the Great characteristi-
cally notes, envy is "sorrow because of the prosperity of one's neighbor." Envy is a great wound, since no other passion is so
harmful to the souls of men, since it is born from the root of all passions, which is pride. Saint Thalassios emphasizes that a
characteristic feature of vainglory is hypocrisy and falsehood, while a feature of pride is haughtiness and envy. Thus, when we
are possessed by envy, it is certain that we are possessed by its mother, which is pride.

The envious person

The person who is envious usually examines the life of his fellow human beings and seeks to compare his life with their life.
When he finds that his brother is superior, then he lets the terrible passion of envy manifest itself. And usually the first mani-
festation is gloom, distress, and despondency. Even existing material goods become a cause of distress. That is why the envi-
ous person is no different from a naked person who is wounded by everyone. And this wound is very deep. It goes down to the
heart. The envious person is usually many-eyed. He diligently takes care to always find reasons to criticize. He observes how
the other person will speak and how he will behave. Thus, behind the friendly criticism, the passion of envy is diligently hid-
den.

The results of envy

The results of envy are very frightening. It distorts the person’s soul. Perhaps it is a passion whose existence we do not sense
very quickly. It doesn't hurt us much, as other passions do. However, it distorts our entire spiritual organism. a) Envy reveals
the carnal life. Any passion that results in a person losing God's grace constitutes a carnal attitude. The Apostle Paul, enumer-
ating the works of the flesh, also mentions envy. b) The envious person is spiritually blind. In other words, the eye of the soul,
which is the mind, is blinded and thus cannot distinguish good from evil and furthermore, cannot feel the grace of God. Saint
Thalassios says epigrammatically: "God blinds an envious mind." ¢) The person possessed by the passion of envy ends up in
unbelief. Couldn’t it be that, blinded by envy, the contemporary Jews of Christ denied Him, so they fell into unbelief? d) Envi-
ous people have no love. The envious person cannot and does not want to love. That is why the envious person, according to
Saint Maximus the Confessor, is a stranger to love and guilty of God's judgment. ¢) Envy, however, destroys the one who has
it. St. Basil says that, just as when the arrows that come out of the bow meet a hard object, they return to the archer, in the
same way, the actions of envy become wounds to him who envies. The envious person is constantly melting with envy. f) But
the passion of envy also offends the people to whom it is directed. It does great harm, especially if the others do not have the
strength and spiritual courage to face this situation.

The one who first taught

The first to teach envy is the devil himself. He, because he was jealous of God's great love for man and because he could not
succeed against God, went against His creation, man. The devil knows that the only ontological unity is the unity in Christ,
that is why he tries in every way to abolish it. Thus, through envy, he creates the divisions that destroy us and do not let us feel
that we are members of the Body of Christ and brothers.

The saving exhortation

Basil the Great exhorts: “Let us avoid the disease of envy, which is a teacher of fighting God, confusion of nature, a foolish
calamity, an intolerable evil, the invention of demons, the seed of Satan, the engagement to hell, an obstacle to piety, which
deprives us of our entrance into the Kingdom of God.”
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Welcome to the Hellenic Orthodox Community of To follow along during our Divine

St. Demetrios: o ‘ , Services please scan the QR Code:
We welcome all our visitors this morning and thank you

for praying with us during the Divine Liturgy. While E E
Holy Communion may only be received by prepared

and baptized Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are
welcome to join us in receiving blessed bread
(Antidoron) from the priest at the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy.
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You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has
failed.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the
Romans 12:6-14

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving;
he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts,
in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberal-
ity; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts
of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine;
hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love
one another with brotherly affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, prac-
tice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse them.
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The Gospel According to Matthew 9:1-8

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over
and came to his own city. And behold, they brought
to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus
saw their faith he said to the paralytic, "Take heart,
my son; your sins are forgiven." And behold, some of
the scribes said to themselves, "This man is blas-
pheming." But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,
"Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say 'Rise
and walk?' But that you may know that the Son of
man has authority on earth to forgive sins" he then
said to the paralytic -- "Rise, take up your bed and go
home." And he rose and went home. When the
crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified
God, who had given such authority to men.



STEWARDSHIP —MEMBERSHIP 2024

We wanted to take this opportunity to express our deepest appreciation to you for your support to our com-
munity by renewing your stewardship pledge for the current year. Your contribution is greatly appreciated
and assists us in the maintenance of the community’s programs and services. We are also grateful for all
your moral support and participation in your community life. May the blessings of our Lord be with you
and your family. We wish you healthy and renewed strength for the approaching Fall season. We thank the
570 parish families who have fully/partially fulfilled their stewardship/membership commitment to Saint
Demetrios Cathedral/Sts. Catherine & George Greek Orthodox Church as of 2024.

IIPOIPAMMA “EKOYXIAX EIXDOPAYL” 2024
‘Exete avavewoel TNV OKOVOULKT] 0ag TEOo@opd yia to 2024; Edv 0L, katatdlate 10 OVOUA 0AG OTNV
KATAOTAOT] TWV EVOQLTWYV TIOL £XOUV TAKTOTIOWOEL TNV OUKOVOULKT] TOUG VTIOXQEWOT] TIOS TNV evopia,
OULUTIATIOWVOVTAG TNV KAQTA KAL ETUOTEEPOVTAS TNV OTO YOaPEelo pag, pall pe to dwo e ayAnng oag.
Evxaototovpe tic 570 otkoyéveleg mov eKTANQWOAV TNV LTTOTXE0T] TWV Yl To 2024.

Visit our “Orthodox Martyria Bookstore” You can donate online by
at Saint Demetrios Cathedral scanning the QR code below!

Charcoal * Incense * Icons * Books Thank you for your support!

Eruokeqpreite To BifAionwAeio E E

«Op0Bodo&oc Maptvpia» otov KaOedpixo 1
Nao tov Ayiov Anuntpiov R,

Kappovvaxia * ABdavi* Eucoveg * BipAla

e

Mvyuoovva Kopraxng Mvyuoovva Kopraxng
Apyiov Aquntpiov Ayiwv Aikartepivys & I'ewpyiov
Memorials - Saint Demetrios Memorials - Sts. Catherine & George

8/4/2024 8/4/2024

Muyani Miyanhi Anuntpiov lakdPov
Mopiag KaAiidkov
Avdpravic Myoni




IIPOI'PAMMA THYX EBAOMAAOX

Kvpuwexiy, 4 Avyovotov, 2024

T MATOAIOY

AT'TOX AHMHTPIOZXZ-AT'TA AIKATEPINH
7:30 mr.p. OpBpoc, Ocia Acttovpyia,

Kot Mynuocuva

Agvtépa, 5 Avyovetov, 2024

AT'TOX AHMHTPIOX

6:00p.pn. M. Eonepvoc & Aptokiacia yio
™V €0pTN TG METAUOPPOGEMG TOV XOTNPOG

Tpitn, 6 Avyovetov, 2024
METAMOPOQXIYE TOY XQTHPOX
AT'IOX AHMHTPIOZ-AT'TA AIKATEPINH

7:307.p. OpBpoc & Ocia Acttovpyia

Tetdptn, 7 Avyovstov, 2024
AI'TA AIKATEPINH
7:00 p.p. Mucpn [Hopdxinong g Havayiog

IépumTn, 8 AvyovoTov, 2024
AT'TOX AHMHTPIOX
7:00 p.p. Meyain Hopdiinong g Havayiog

IHopackevi, 9 Avyovotov, 2024
AI'TA AIKATEPINH
7:00 p.p. Mucpn Hoapdxinong g Havayiog

Kvpuoxiy, 11 Avyovstov, 2024

7> MATOAIOY

AT'TOX AHMHTPIOX -AT'TA AIKATEPINH
7:30 m.p. OpBpoc, Ocia Acttovpyia,

Kot Mvnuocova

ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK

Sunday, August 4, 2024

6th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

SAINT DEMETRIOS-SAINT CATHERINE
7:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy, &
Memorials

Monday, August 5, 2024

SAINT DEMETRIOS

6:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Artoklasia for feast
of Transfiguration of Lord

Tuesday, August 6, 2024
TRANSFIGURATION OF LORD

SAINT DEMETRIOS-SAINT CATHERINE
7:30a.m. Orthros & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, August 7, 2024
SAINT CATHERINE
7:00p.m. Small Paraklesis

Thursday, August 8, 2024

SAINT DEMETRIOS
7:00p.m. Great Paraklesis

Friday, August 9, 2024

SAINT CATHERINE
7:00p.m. Small Paraklesis

Sunday, August 11, 2024

7th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

SAINT DEMETRIOS-SAINT CATHERINE
7:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy, &
Memorials




HOSPITAL/NURSING VISITATION
Please notify the Church office if a family member is in the hospital, nursing home or a shut-in, so that our
priests may visit them.

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
All church organizations are asked to submit their calendar, meetings, articles announcements and information
to the Church office by Wednesday of any giving week.

MEMORIALS AND 40 DAY BLESSINGS
We ask all parishioners to notify the Church office at least one week before a Memorial Service or 40 Day
Blessing. For 40 day blessing of infants, memorial, trisagia or artoclasies, please call the Church Office in or-
der to make the necessary arrangements.

CHURCH WEBSITE
Visit our church website at www.saintdemetriosastoria.com for new information, updates and to learn more
about our Greek Orthodox Faith.

ALTAR BOYS:
The Altar Boys serve our Lord faithfully and reverently every Sunday and during the many special Holy Days

of our Holy Orthodox Church. Monthly gatherings will be held by the parish priest to instill within the Altar
Boys the understanding of serving the Altar with humility as well as the duties and responsibilities that come
with it.

EHNIXKEYEIYX YXE NOXOKOMEIA KAI OIKOYY AINIOKATAYXTAYXHX
[Mopakarovpe va evnuepavetot o I'pagpeio g Kowdtnrag edv kdmoto pérog e Owoyévelag cag Ppioketon
0TO VOOOKOLELD, vVoonAeveTal ekel 1 €ivol amOKAEIGHEVO 0TO oTiTL Adym acbevelag, £T01 OGTE KATO10G Ao
tovg lepeic pag va to emokePTel.

AIAKONIEY THY KOINOTHTAY. MAX
OLot o1 opyavicpol ko ot dakovieg g Kowvomntag pog mopakaiovvion 6nwe mopadidovy oto I'pageio g
Kowdtmrag 1o mpdypappia Toug, yio Tig GLVEIPLAGELS TOVG, To Keipeva mov Ba 0ehav va dnpocievfodv Kabmg
Kol 0ot AAAN TANpoopia embBvpovy va otéhvovtor uéxpt tnv Tetdptn.

MNHMOXYNA KAI TEAETEX APANTIEMOY BPE®OQN
[Mopakarovpe dnmg ta péAn g Kowdtnrag pag, va evnuepavouv 1o I'pageio g Kowvotntag, tovAdyiotov
pa gfdopdda vopitepa mpv amd to Mynudsvuvo 1 1o pavieo yia tov Zapaviiopd twv Bpepov.
Yag mopakarodpe va tmAepwveite oto ['pageio g Kowvdtnrag oyxetikd pe v mapayyeiio Mvnuocovov,
Tpiodyiov 11 AptokAacidv, ®oTe vo Tpoypoppatitovpe ykapa v deaywyn Toug.

H IXTOXEAIAA THY KOINOTHTAX
Yog mopakaroOie va emokepTeite TV 10T00eAida TG Kowvotntog oty dievbuvon:
https://saintdemetriosastoria.com/ yia T1C TEAEVLTOIEC EVIUEPDTELS GE OTL Apopd TV Opdor g Kowvotnrag
nog, oAAd kot yo 6épata mov apopovv v EAAnvikn OpB6doén miotn poc.

TA IEPOITAIAA
Ta moudid wov vnpetovv oto lepd v Kvuprakn| ko tig e101kég Huépeg twv Eoptav tg OpBodoEng
Exxnciog pog, Oo mapakorlovBovv dikég unviaieg cuvavtnoels te Tovg lepeic €Tl dote va KaTovoouV TNV
onNUacio TG GLUUETOYNG TOVG OTIG 1EPES OKOAOVOIES Kt VoL LN PETOVV [E aSl0TPETELD TO KON KOVTO KOt TG
VIOYPEDGELS TOL OTOPPEOVY AUTTO TNV GULUETOYT] TOVG.




NMAPAKAHZEIZ NMPOZ THN YNEPAIIAN OEOTOKON
AEKATENTAYIOYZTOY

. AUGUST
PARAKLESIS TO THE MOTHER OF GOD

NAMES FOR HEALTH
ONOMATA YIIEP YTEIAXZ




H KOIMHZH THZ YNEPATIAZ ©OEOTOKOY
THE DORMITION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN THEOTOKOS

THC GEOTOKOV

MAPAKAAOME OEPMA OzZOI ENIOGYMEITE
NA NMPOZ®PEPETE THN AQPEA ZAZ IT'IA TA
ANOH TOY ENITA®PIOY THZ YNEPATIAZ
OEOTOKOY, ENIKOINQNHZETE ME TO
FPAD®PEIO THZ KOINOTHTAZ MAZ:
718-728-1718

gL Y
Sagae
TR
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
DONATING TOWARD THE FLOWERS
FOR THE EPITAPHIOS OF THE
THEOTOKOS, PLEASE CALL OUR
CHURCH OFFICE AT:
718-728-1718
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HELLENIC ORTHODOX COMMUNITY OF ASTORIA
SAINT DEMETRIOS CATHEDRAL OF ASTORIA

SAINTS CATHERINE & GEORGE
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

&

1ST ANNUAL

(R<<K

FESTIVAL Y
SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2024

HOMEMADE GREEK FOOD & DESSERTS | LIVE D]
GREEK DANCE PERFORMANCES | VENDORS | GAMES
CHURCH TOURS | RAFFLE PRIZES

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 27

5 PM-11PM

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 28

12 PM-11 PM

22-30 33RD ST, ASTORIA, NY 11105

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 29

11 AM- 10 PM

TO SUPPORT OUR FESTIVAL WITH DONATIONS OR TO VOLUNTEER,

PLEASE CONTACT OUR CHURCH OFFICE AT 718-728-1718
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CRESCENT APOTHECARY
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SPECIAL DISCOUNTS TO ALL PARISHIONERS!
25-01 Ditmars Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11105
Tel: 718.777.1110 * Fax: 718.777.1140
crescentapothecary@gmail.com * www.crescentapothecary.com

AT 17'C OO« DI 3L ILT . C >

Gus Antonopoulos
Thomas Antonopoulos
Funeral Directors
38-08 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

Constantina S. Papageorgiou, Esq.
Partner

Main: 516-437-4385 x141

Fax: 516-437-4395
cpapageorgiou@vmmlegal.com
www.vimmlegal.com

ATAOHKEZX- TIAHPEEOYZXZIA KAHPONOMIKA
TRUST ESTATE PLANNING

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIPS

If you would like to advertise your business in our weekly
bulletin, please call the church office!
718-728-1718




