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THE THREE DENIALS: PETER, JUDAS, THOMAS

In the history of those who followed Christ there were quite a few cases of people who in a moment of
weakness yielded. The events surrounding the Lord's passion and Resurrection, which came to life more in-
tensely in the last weeks, reminded us of three characteristic named cases: the yielding of Peter, the fall of
Judas, the "good", as it is called, disbelief of Thomas. Peter's yielding was an emphasis of weakness, a con-
sequence of excessive confidence in his devotion to the Teacher. The fall of Judas was caused by confusion
and avarice. He had imagined the Messiah differently; and when he found that the real Christ did not resem-
ble the idol he had created with his mind, with his betrayal, he sacrificed the Truth and not his illusion. Tho-
mas was stopped by the flow of the last sad events, and he sought God at the limits of the rational senses. In
all three cases, as we know, the Lord intervenes personally.

The outbreak of faith

In the case of Thomas, the simple presence of the Lord sufficed to bring him around and restore him to his
first relationship and trust. Thomas had withdrawn into isolation to immediately responds to the command -
request of the Lord and, before even touching Christ, bursts into a confession of faith: "My Lord and my
God". We must pay attention to two points in this confession: a) The Apostle Thomas does not simply point
out the identity of the Risen Lord with Jesus Christ, but also recognizes His divinity. b) This recognition is
not general, but has the character of a personal relationship and an existential position. There are, perhaps,
moments when we too, as imperfect and weak people, close ourselves in our own thoughts and search for
Christ far from His Church or we ask for signs to believe. To avoid this temptation, the Church teaches us
that we experience the presence of Christ in three blessed situations: First, in keeping the commandments of
Christ. In other words, if we want to know Christ, there is only one way, the way of the commandments.
Whoever accepts His cross, which is the capital of all commandments, finds His glory. Secondly, with our
participation in the sacred Mysteries [Sacraments]. It is no coincidence that the Divine Liturgy ends with the
confession chanted by the entire gathering: "We have seen the light...". The saying is not just poetic. It is the
complete and strong confirmation of what we have authentically experienced. Thirdly, through prayer, when
the graceful people, those who strive to implement the gospel commandments, the will of God in their lives,
and live the sacramental life of the Church, are granted to see Christ. Secondly, with our participation in the
sacred Mysteries [Sacraments]. It is no coincidence that the Divine Liturgy ends with the confession chanted
by the entire gathering: "We have seen find himself. However, the solution to the problem that preoccupies
him is not realized in his loneliness, but through his return to the community of the Disciples. There Jesus
meets him and not in the place where he was isolated. He comes into the community of the Apostles, into
the Church, but in order to meet him personally. And He tells him: "Bring your finger here and look at my




hands and bring your hand and put it in my side and do not become unbelieving, but believing." The Apostle
Thomas the light...". The saying is not just poetic. It is the complete and strong confirmation of what we
have authentically experienced. Thirdly, through prayer, when the graceful people, those who strive to im-
plement the gospel commandments, the will of God in their lives, and live the sacramental life of the
Church, are granted to see Christ.

The treasure of the Church

This treasure of the knowledge of the Person of Christ is kept in the bosom of our Church. This reality re-
minds us of the event of the good faithlessness of the Apostle Thomas. During our spiritual struggle, let us
remember that for everyone, God allows a critical time, a test, a temptation, which will test our authenticity
in faith. Many of us wish not to go through such a test, but this kind of Christian life does not exist. May
God grant that the resurrected cry of the Apostle Thomas, "My Lord and my God", and the personal cer-
tainty that "the Lord is indeed risen", flood our own being as well.
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The Lord is my strength and my song.
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7
In those days, when the disciples were increasing
in number, the Hellenists murmured against the
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in
the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned
the body of the disciples and said, "it is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God
to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from
among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to
this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the word." And what they
said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, and Prochoros, and Nicanor, and Ti-
mon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of
Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and
they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And
the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests were obedient to the
faith.
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The Gospel According to Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member
of the council, who was also himself looking for the
kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and
asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he
were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he
asked him whether he was already dead. And when he
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted
the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and



taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the
rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw
where he was laid.

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when
the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of
the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And entering the
tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he
said to them, "Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here;
see the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee;
there you will see him, as he told you." And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonish-
ment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.




INPOT'PAMMA THYX EBAOMAAOX
Kvpuwoxn 19 Mdiov, 2024
TON MYPODPOPOQN
AI'TOX. AHMHTPIOX - AI'TA
AIKATEPINH 8:00 7r.p. Op6poc ko Ocio
Agttovpyia
1:00-10:00 M.M ®EXTIBAA

ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK
Sunday 19, May 2024
THE MYRRHBEARERS
SAINT DEMETRIOS - SAINT CATH-
ERINE
8:00a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy
1:00-10:00 P.M. FESTIVAL

Tpitn 21 Mdiov, 2024

AT'TON KONYTANTINOY & EAENHX
AI'TOX AHMHTPIOYX - AT'TA
AIKATEPINH

8:00 m.p. OpBpoc ko Ocio Asttovpyia

Tuesday May 21, 2024

STS. CONSTANTINE & HELEN
SAINT DEMETRIOS -
ST.CATHERINE

8:00a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

Tetaptn 22 Mdiov, 2024

TON AI'ION NEOMAPTYPQN
AHMHTPIOY & ITAYAOQY TQN EN
TPIHIOAH

AI'TOX AHMHTPIOX

8:00 mr.p. OpBpoc ko Ocio Asttovpyia

Wednesday May 22, 2024

SAINT DEMETRIOS

HOLY NEW MARTYR DEMETRIUS &
PAUL OF TRIPOLI

8:00a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy

IMépmtn 23" Maiov,2024

AI'TOX AHMHTPIOX

1:00p.p Kvkhog Merétnc Ayiag I'pagng
oto EAAnviKd pe yevua.

Thursday 23" May, 2024

SAINT DEMETRIOS

1:00p.m. Kyklos (Bible Study in Greek)
& lunch.

Kvpwoxn 26 Mdiov, 2024

TOY ITAPAAYTOY

AI'TOX AHMHTPIOYX -AI'TA
AIKATEPINH

8:00 m.p. OpBpoc ko Ocio Asttovpyia

Sunday May 26, 2024

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

SAINT DEMETRIOS-SAINT CATH-
ERINE

8:00a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy
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HOSPITAL/NURSING VISITATION

Please notify the Church office if a family member is in the hospital, nursing home or a shut-in, so that our
priests may visit them.
CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
All church organizations are asked to submit their calendar, meetings, articles announcements and informa-
tion to the Church office by Wednesday of any giving week.
MEMORIALS and 40 DAY BLESSINGS
We ask all parishioners to notify the Church office at least one week before a Memorial Service or 40 Day

Blessing. For 40 day blessing of infants, memorial, trisagia or artoclasies, please call the Church Office in
order to make the necessary arrangements.

CHURCH WEBSITE
Visit our church website at www.saintdemetriosastoria.com for new information, updates and to learn more
about our Greek Orthodox Faith.

ALTAR BOYS:
The Altar Boys serve our Lord faithfully and reverently every Sunday and during the many special Holy

Days of our Holy Orthodox Church. Monthly gatherings will be held by the parish priest to instill within the
Altar Boys the understanding of serving the Altar with humility as well as the duties and responsibilities that

ENIXKEYEIY YE NOXOKOMEIA KAI OIKOYY ANTOKATAYTAYXHY

[Tapaxarovpe va evnuepdvetan to I'pageio g Kowvomntag edv kdmolo pérog g Owoyévelog cog PpiokeTon
oto Noocokopeio, voonievetar ekel 1 elval amokAEIGUEVO 6TO OTtitt AOY® ac0eveing, £T01 MOTE KATOL0G o
tovg lepeic pag va to emoxkeTet.

AIAKONIEY THY KOINOTHTAYX MAX

O)ot o1 opyavicpoi kot ot dtakovieg g Kowvotntag pog mapakarovvior Ormg topadidoovv oto I'pagpeio g
Koot tog 10 Tpoypappla Toug, Yo TG GLVEIPLAGELS TOVGS, To Keipeva mov Ba nhelav va dnupocievfodv kabmg
Kot 6ot GAAN mAnpoopia emBopovv,va otéAvovion uéxpt v Tetdpn.

MNHMOXYNA KAI TEAETEX APANTIEMOY BPE®OQN

[Topaxarovpe dmwg Ta pEAN g Kowvdtntog pag, va evnuepwvovy 1o I'pageio e Kowvotrag, Tovddyictov
pia gfoopdada vapitepa mpv amd 0 Myvnuocuvo 1 1o paviefov yia Tov Zapaviiopd towv Bpepdv.
Yag mapoakarovpe va TnAepmveite oto I'pageio g Kowdtnrog oyetikd pe v napayyeiio Mvnuociovev,
Tpoayiov 1 Aptoklaoidv, dote va Tpoypappatiovpe Eykaipa v deaymyn Toug.

HIZXTOXEAIAA THY KOINOTHTAX

20¢ TAPOKAAOVUE VO EMOKEPTEITE TNV 16T0cEA O TG Kowvotntag oty d1evBvvon: https://
saintdemetriosastoria.com/ yia Tig TEAELTAIEG EVUEPMGELS G€ OTL apopd TV dpdom g Kowvdtrag pog, aAld
Ko yio 0épato mov agopovv v EAAnvikn Op06doén ot pog.

TA IEPOITAIAA

Ta woud1d wov vanpeTovy oto lepd v Kuprakn kot tig e1dkég Huépeg twv Eoptdv g OpBddoEng
ExxAnoiag pogc, 0o maparkorovBodv e101kéc unviaieg cuvavtnoelg pe Tovg lepeilg £Tol dOTE va KOTOVOOUV TV
ONUOGI0 TNG GLUUETOYNG TOVS OTIG LEPEG AKOAOVOIES KOl VOL LIINPETOVV [E aEI0TPETELD TO. KOONKOVTAL KO TIG
VITOYPEDGELS TOV ATOPPEOVY OO TNV GLULUETOYN TOVC.
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STEWARDSHIP —MEMBERSHIP 2024

We wanted to take this opportunity to express our deepest appreciation to you for your support to our commu-
nity by renewing your stewardship pledge for the current year. Your contribution is greatly appreciated and
assists us in the maintenance of the community’s programs and services. We are also grateful for all your moral
support and participation in your community life. May the blessings of our Lord be with you and your family.
We wish you healthy and renewed strength for the approaching Fall season. We thank the 340 parish families
who have fully/partially fulfilled their stewardship/membership commitment to Saint Demetrios Cathedral/Sts.

Catherine & George Greek Orthodox Church as of 2024

ITPOTPAMMA “EKOYZXIAX EIXDOPAYX” 2024

‘Exete avavewoel TNV OKOVOULIKY] 0aG Eoopopd Yia to 2024; Eav 0xL, katatalate 0 OVOUX 0QG OTNV
KATAOTAOT] TWV €VOQLTWV TOL €XOUV TAKTOTIOWOEL TNV OUKOVOLLKT] TOUG LTTOXQEWOT TQOG TNV &vopla,
OULUTIATOWVOVTAGS TV KAQTA KAL ETUOTOEPOVTAS TNV OTO Yoapelo pag, pall pe to dwo tNe ayAmng oag.

Evxaototovpe tic 340 oukoyéveleg mov eKTMANQWOoAV TNV LTOOX 0T TWV Y To 2024

Come visit our “Orthodox Martyria Bookstore”

at Saint Demetrios Cathedral You can donate online by
scanning the QR code below!

Charcoal * Incense * Icons * Books
Thank vou for your

EAate va emioke@teite to BifAtonwAeio support!
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otov KaBedoikd Nad tov Ayiov Anuntoiov
Kaoppovvdkia * ABave* Eucoveg * BipAla
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PLEASE JOIN THE DAUGHTERS OF
PENELCPE ILIOMN #1135 WHO WILL BE
HOSTIMG THE COFFEE HOLIR OM
MMAY 19t AFTER LITURGY
FOR AHEPRPA SUNDAY AT
STS. CATHERINE & GEORGE
CHURCH HALL

Jdeannie Kouros
Chairrman Ahepa Family

Stella Kokalis
Presicdent
Ilion Chapter 1235, Astoria
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SAINT DEMETRIOS CATHEDRAL

H HELLENIC ORTHODOX COMMUNITY OF ASTORIA
% SAINTS CATHERINE AND GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

MIDNIGHT
RUN

St. Demetrios Church Hall
4PM -MEAL & KIT PREP
7PM - DEPART FOR NYC

8PM - 10PM
35th STREET & BROADWAY
NEW YORK CITY, NY

(SIDE OF MACY'S)
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
DONATIONS NEEDED

HELP OUR GOYA YOUTH SPONSOR
150 MEALS & TOILETRY KITS FOR
THIS MONTH'S ST. BASIL'S
MISSION-MIDNIGHT RUN

https://tinyurl.com/GOYAmidnightrun




SAINT DEMETRIOS

GREEﬁ-I\\M_FRICAN SCHOOL

CONTACT US TO ARRANGE A PRIVATE TOUR
OFJOUR CAMPUSES i
DISCOVER OUR SCHOOL
AND YOUR CHILD'S . y

POTENTIAL e ’ o -

PRE-SCHOOL-GRADE 32
22-30 33RD STREET, ASTORIA, NY
(718) 728-1100
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CRESCENT W APOTHECARY
S S e e ——

25-01 Ditmars Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11105
Tel: 718.777.1110 * Fax: 718.777.1140 *
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Gus Antonopoulos
Thomas Antonopoulos
Funeral Directors
38-08 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718 728-8500

Constantina S. Papageorgiou
Partner

Main: 516-437-4385 x 141

Fax: 516-437-4395
cpapageorgiou@vmmlegal.com
www.vmmlegal.com

AIAGHKEZ- MAHPEZOYZIA

KAHPONOMIKA TRUST ESTATE PLAN-
NING

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIPS




